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Alternative handling tools for moving grow-finish pig cadavers 
Abstract 
The National Pork Board provides recommendations for humane handling tools and non-ambulatory pig 
handling methods. However, there are limited published studies that evaluate the efficacy of handling 
tools for on-farm manual movement of grow-finish non-ambulatory or cadaver pigs. A sked, deer sled, and 
modified deer sled were studied as handling tools for non-ambulatory grow-finish pigs. Handling tools 
were tested on-farm using pig cadavers (59-134 kg) to evaluate effectiveness based on employee effort 
and opinion. Our results support the sked and deer sled as effective handling tools to move grow-finish 
pigs, while the modified deer sled was ineffective. 
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PQR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 	





  


 !"   #   $ %&$  "'#%()*+#,-.) /(0.) '#%()*+#,-.) /(0.) '#%()*+#,-.) /(0.) '#%()*+#,-.) /(0.) '#%()*+#,-.) /(0.)1
23 4567859: ;;< ;=587;5>: =9> ;?547856: 4?6 ?=5=7?54: ;<>; @>5;7<58: <?=62 @5?7859: ?;9 4>5=7;5>: ?>;88 ;;547856: 99< <;5=7?54: ;968 ;8>547<58: 4@?8;AB2 45?7859: ;;< CDE CDE ;95;7856: @<@ 9<5@7?54: ;@;=8 @<587<58: ?6?;8F ; 45>7859: ;;< 9;5?7?59: ==> ;9587;5;: 49< <@597<5?: ;6;4; 6<5<7<59: ?6?8;? @5@7859: ;;< <<5<7?59: =;88 ;;567;5;: 9<9 <<587<5?: ;?;=8 ><5>7<59: <8?;8< 45@7859: ?;9 9;5@7?59: ;;=> ;95?7;5;: >?= <95=7<5?: ;@;?4 6?5@7<59: <<;499 45;7859: ?;? <>547?59: ;<6> ;8567;5;: 4<@ <@5;7<5?: ;=;?> >>5?7<59: ?6;>8G; 45>7859: ;;< <=547?5@: =66 ;95?7;5;: 4<@ 44587<5<: ?8;=8 ;8;5?7<5>: 99?;8? @58785<: ?;9 <=5=7;5=: ;;;88 ;9597856: @9< <85;7?54: ;<;?> >>58?7?5>: ?6;>8< 454785<: ;;? <45=7;5=: ;;=> =54785=: 9?6 ?8597?54: ;4@< 4=5<7?5>: ?6;?>HIJ272F:
;47K4=;<93:

5EC


AB2L



5J2A


M

M

M7NO584:5	PBQB
R
S		2QB

S		DQB


  SATDQB

  

S	BQ	

7	PBU		2U		DUATD:SAB2Q
SCDQ
5
  VW3

 

  


#!$ ,!$'#%()+#,-.X /(0.X '#%()+#,-.X /(0.X1
23 ?4@5<7>5;: =899< ??65<7456: ;;698>2 ?8?5?7>5;: ==<69 ;6;5;7456: 66<4?AB2 ?845<7>5;: 699?< ;=;547456: ;84946F ; ?<>5>7;85=: ;??569?65= ;69597659: ;;>5=?=;54? ???547;85=: =8<69 ?8>547659: ;;9<98< ?<?5?7;85=: ;<?99< ?8>547659: 669469 ;=?5>7;85=: 69<?4 ?8;5=7654: ;;?<6;G  ; ?;?567;859: ;8699? ;645<765?: 66<<=? ?><5?7=5;: =89?6 ?<@5=7@5=: ;;>946< ;>>5=7=5;: 69<?@ ;>65@7@5=: ;<;?><HIJ272F:
;47K4=;<93:

5A




M

M

M7NO584:52PDQ 3

 
SFPDQ 3


SAB2Q
5 YZY[\]̂_̀a\bcde_fgf̀ahi̀_jk̂\j]lhe\_mnopqrstuvwqrxsyz
 	


 !"#$%& '($)*)+ %(,-./0 1 2 3 '456789:
;<8

=
9: >?>< 6?67@< @?667@< AB?CA7A< B>?AA7A<D<E

9: >?>< >?>< F?6>7>< BA?AG7A< A6?C67@<B7H
9:;<9 >?>< >?>< C?G7A< AA?CC7>< BB?AF7@<D<I >?>< >?>< 6C?BC7>< A>?C>7>< 6C?BC7><A789:;<J9:K
 >?>< >?>< L?F7@< AM?FC7>< 6@?BG7A<D<J9: >?>< >?>< 6B?B>7>< AB?CA7A< 6F?BF7@<<J9:K >?>< A?C7>< G?6A7A< AL?CF7@< 6C?BC7><L789:;<9:N
 >?>< >?>< B@?LC7>< BF?LA7A< @?667@<D<9:K
 >?>< >?>< 6L?BA7A< L>?FF7@< F?6>7><'56789:
;<8

=
9: >?>< >?>< A?C7>< AA?CC7>< BL?L>7><D<E

9: >?>< 6F?BF7@< 6M?A67@< B>?AA7A< C?G7A<B7H
9:;<9 >?>< 6?67@< C?G7A< AA?CC7>< B6?AC7><D<I >?>< L?F7@< 66?6G7A< B@?LC7><A789:;<J9:K
 >?>< >?>< B?A7A< BF?LA7A< AB?CA7A<D<J9: >?>< B?A7A< F?6>7>< BB?AF7@< A>?C>7><<J9:K >?>< 6?67@< 6?67@< BF?LA7A< AB?CA7A<L789:;<9:N
 >?>< >?>< G?6A7A< A>?C>7>< BB?AF7@<D<9:K
 >?>< >?>< >?>< AC?CG7A< BC?L67@<
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